
MINUTES 

 

Eau Claire County  

Committee on Finance and Budget 

Thursday, July 28, 2016 / 6 pm 

 

 Location: 

Augusta City Hall 

Augusta, WI 

 
The Committee on Finance & Budget will meet at 6 PM for a short  

business meeting; public listening session regarding the 2017 

county budget to follow at 6:15 PM 

 

Members present: Supervisors Jim Dunning, Stella Pagonis, Robin Leary and Nick Smiar 

 

Staff present: Kathryn Schauf, County Administrator; Scott Rasmussen, Finance Director; 

Sharon Rasmusson  

 
Meeting was called to order at 6 pm by Chairperson Jim Dunning. 

 
2017 Departmental Budget Presentation / Discussion – Action 

 

a) Finance Department 

 

Scott Rasmussen, Finance Director, presented the 2017 Finance Department budget to the committee.  Motion by 

Supervisor Smiar to accept the 2017 Finance Department’s budget as presented. 

 

Committee adjourned to the Public Input Session at 6:26 pm. Members introduced themselves to those 

that were in attendance.   

 

Chairperson Dunning provided a brief overview of the 2017 county budget process.  He told the 

audience that the Committee likes to hear what programs/services are important.  In addition he 

encouraged people to take the budget survey for additional feedback. 

  

The following citizens spoke at the public input session.  Comments were made as follows: 

 

Carl Anton 

 Sr. Center Program.  Wants the county to continue funding as this is a great way for the elderly 

to stay in their homes; provides meals and a social environment. 

 Living Wage:  Social Injustice.  Need to recognize that services provided are not disadvantaged 

by the living way ordinance. 

 Concerned about roads and funding concerns 

 

Ann Hurst 

 Wants county to continue supporting the rural initiative program (funds provided by the Family 

Resource Center).  This program offers GED prep, counseling needs through CVTC (adult basic 

education) 

 

Barb Pritzl 

 Augusta Senior Center Director – Senior Center serves the entire community 

 Flu shot clinics 

 WIC 



 Options Counselor from the ADRC comes twice a week to center 

 Elder Benefit Specialist visits 

 Concern with Living Wage ordinance (meal site may have changes) 

 Uncertain of Title III B funding 

 Senior Center has sustained funding; yet no increase in funding since Barb has been Director 

 Approximately 450 visitors per year visit the Center 

 

Marlo Orth 

 Lake Rehabilitation Fund / Lake Eau Claire Association 

 Appreciates the collaboration with Land Conservation, Parks & Forest and DNR 

 Need to take care of sediment 

 

Fred Poss  (President of Lake Eau Claire) 

 $100,000 request 

 Need to clean sand traps every 2 years 

 Aeration system costs $2,000/month to operate 

 Installed 199 fish cribs in lake 

 Heron population is growing 

 Wants continued support from county 

 

Mike Lee 

 Installation of an emergency warning siren on Lake Eau Claire (daughter’s project) 

 Total cost of $25,000 (working on funding) 

 

Roxanne Traczek 

 Appreciation for rural initiative programs and financial assistance of program, especially the 

Play Pals program for the kids. 

 

Nicole Conklin 

 Preschool play group / community development 

 Village of Fairchild needs revitalization – county and village need to collaborate 

 

Del Thorson 

 Continued support to operate the Senior Center at current levels. 

 Sr. Center provides meals, companionship 

 

With no others wanting to speak, the public input session was adjourned. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Sharon M. Rasmusson 

Committee Clerk    

 

 

 
 

 


