EAuU CLAIRE COUNTY
LAND STEWARDSHIP SUB-COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2016
AGRICULTURAL & RESOURCE CENTER — ALTOONA, WI

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Stelljes, Doug Burrows, Dave Dresel, Monica Lewis, Dave Carlson, Rick Koziel, Bruce

Willett

MEMBERS EXCUSED:
STAFF PRESENT: Kelly Jacobs (P&D - Land Conservation Division), Josh Pederson (Parks)
OTHERS PRESENT:

Call to Order

Meeting called to order by Chair Stelljes at 12:08 p.m.

2. Approve Minutes

The Minutes from June 29, 2016 were approved with a motion by Koziel and a second by Lewis. All in Favor.
Note that the July 13 and August 17 minutes will be brought forward to the next meeting.

Land Acquisition Proposals for Consideration

Properties currently under consideration were discussed including five properties: RS, JF, SB, BT, BB.

JF — No interest in our most recent offer and has indicated another potential buyer for parts of the property.
Discussion to let it sit and that no action is needed at this time.

SB — Dresel visited the site and discussed with the group. Dave Dresel is our Subcommittee liaison to the
current landowners and will keep in touch with them at least once a month. Landowner is more interested in
working with us to help meet their preservation goals and likes the idea of the county conserving the land. This
does exist in an area with a high bank on the Eau Claire River and is part of a small gap in the County forest.
There is no public easement from South side where they currently access the site and would need to develop
an agreement with the current landowner in order to do that (this is likely to be a challenge).State land is also
nearby. Getting appraisal would be the next step.

BT — desirable location worth consideration with 162 acres. Dave Carlson will be our Subcommittee liaison to
the current landowners and will keep in touch with them at least once a month. Josh Pederson will also be
involved in this property as needed since it is in the County Forest Acquisition area. Might need Committee
follow-up. Touches the JF property as well as existing County Forest.

BB — current listing of 160 acres that we were made aware of and subcommittee members may consider
touring.

RS — Discussion to consider adjusting acreage?
Couple of easement options (based on the owner’s selected direction):
Option 1. Protect from development (County IS NOT interested)
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or
Option 2. Public access easement (County IS interested)

On the verge of selling the entire property and the portion with an easement could help reduce the overall
property purchase price. We are looking to acquire enough that we would be able to “get into the flat”
area. Considerations of Public access from road to pond only? The potential conservation/preservation
benefits along the shoreline may be minimized with this idea, but would allow the public access. Potential
things to consider includes shoreline zoning impacts, access to highway (i.e. Josh will follow up on if we
can gain access from Highway 27 or are we restricted to using Solie road for vehicle access the property).
Is there an option for landowner to donate the Conservation Easement to meet their preservation goals
and then the County could pay for the public access agreement portion of the property?

Could we explore funding sources like the DNR Healthy Lakes Funds? Should include parts of the parcel
that are currently under the current lake bed in the event the dam comes out some day. Could pursue a
Public Access Agreement where money is paid to him to cover the cost of the Land Trust entering it into a
conservation easement. A couple of considerations:
i. Conservation easement without public access is not as valuable

ii. Donates easement to Land Trust

iii. 500 foot easement down through the property with right of first refusal

iv. Is ownership on a different property more valuable than an easement on this one

Some considerations/calculations: 500 Foot Swath would be approximately 9.37 acres =408,109 sq./ft.
Considerations for the value of a conservation easement on a 9.37 acre piece, calculated based on the
assessment that was already done, would be around $13,900.

4.

No discussion on this item for this meeting.

5. Review fundraising opportunities

Discussed thank you letters to donors.

6. Set next meeting date

Next meeting will be set via email for sometime after 9/11/2016.
7. Adjourn

Motion by Burrows, second by Koziel to adjourn the meeting at 1:42 p.m. All in favor. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Jacobs
Subcommittee Clerk
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