
 

 

COUNTY OF EAU CLAIRE 
EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN 

"NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING" 
 
In Accordance with the provisions of Chapter 19, subchapter IV, Wisconsin Statutes, 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the following public meeting: 
 

THE          LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION      

WILL MEET ON    MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2016  TIME: 5:15 P.M. 

PLACE: AGRICULTURE & RESOURCE CENTER, Room AG103    

  227 1ST ST. WEST, ALTOONA, WI 54720       
 

OPEN SESSION 
AGENDA 
 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Presentation to review the proposed Land Conservation Division move to Courthouse  

(Lance Gurney, Planning & Development Director) – Discussion Pages 2-6 

 
3. Public Input Session (30 minute maximum) – Discussion 

Please Note:  Limit of 3 minutes per speaker 

4. Approve Minutes – Discussion/Action Page 7 

5. Review Vouchers – Discussion Page 8 

6. County Cost-Share Applications and Ledger Update – Discussion/Action  Pages 9-10 

7. Approve Agriculture Enterprise Area (AEA) Applications – Discussion/Action Pages 11-17 

 
8. Agency Updates and Committee Member Reports – Discussion Pages 18-21 

9. Next Meeting Date(s) - Discussion/Action 

10. Adjourn  – Discussion/Action 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with 
disabilities through sign language, interpreters or other auxiliary aids.  For additional information 
or to request the service, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 839-4710, (Fax:) 839-1669 or 839-
4735, tty: use Relay (711), or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, Eau Claire 
County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI   54703. 

 
RECEIVED    
 
POSTED    



OFFICE OF CORPORATION COUNSEL 
EAU CLAIRE COUNTY 

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
721 OXFORD AVE., SUITE 3520 

EAU CLAIRE, WI  54703 
  PH: (715) 839‐4836    Fax:  (715) 839‐6243   ASSISTANT 
CORPORATION COUNSEL    CORPORATION COUNSEL 
  Keith R. Zehms  Timothy J. Sullivan 
   Sharon G. McIlquham 

  Richard A. Eaton 

 

MEMORANDUM
 

 TO: LANCE GURNEY, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

 FROM: KEITH R. ZEHMS, CORPORATION COUNSEL 

 DATE: SEPTEMBER 9, 2016 

 SUBJECT: ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LAND CONSERVATION  

  COMMISSION 

 
You have asked whether the Land Conservation Commission (LCC) has authority regarding 
administrative matters such as personnel management, budgeting and operational oversight 
including physical office location of land conservation division staff, the answer is “No”. 
 
The LCC is created under Wis. Stat. § 92.06 (1).  The powers of the LCC are enumerated in 
Wis. Stat. § 92.07 subject to the approval of the county board.  Title 17 of the county code 
outlines the various conservation programs.  Section 17.02 is titled land conservation 
commission.  In 17.02.001 the commission is created pursuant to § 92.06(l) with “such policy 
formulation and program responsibilities under Wis. Stat. ch. 92, as are authorized in this title. “  
Under Section 17.02.090 planning and development and the LCC act as the official county 
liaison with districts established in Eau Claire County and the commission annually, by 
resolution nominates to the county board a member of the commission to serve on lake district 
commissions established by the county board. The LCC has overall responsibility for the 
county Stewardship Program as specifically set forth in 17.02.100 C. of the county code.  
Under Section 2.04.160 F. of the county code the LCC is treated as a standing committee of 
the county board for purposes of proposing resolutions or ordinances.   
 
The LCC is attached to the department of planning and development for administrative 
purposes under Section 2.44.020 B. of the county code.  Under Section 2.04.455 A. 1. & 2. the 
planning and development committee is responsible for overseeing the administration of 
departmental functions in Title 17 as well as to oversee the enforcement of the provisions in 
Title 17, to examine and report to the board on all petitions or proposed amendments to any of 
the provisions thereof. 
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MEMOS\2016 Memos\Planning & Development\Roles and Responsibilities of LCC 

Lance Gurney, Planning & Development Director 
September 9, 2016 
Page 2 
 
 
The planning & development department budget is prepared by the planning and development 
director for review by the committee on planning & development.  The planning & development 
director is responsible for hiring the land conservation manager and that position reports 
directly to the planning & development director.  Staff who work with land conservation 
programs are all employees of Eau Claire County within the land conservation division of the 
planning & development department.  Further, “attached to the department of planning & 
development department for administrative purposes” means that such things as budgeting, 
personnel management, operational oversight including physical location of staff falls under 
the responsibility of the planning & development department, more specifically the planning & 
development director who reports to the planning & development committee. 
 
Based on the above it is my opinion that the LCC has no authority regarding administrative 
matters such as personnel management, budgeting and operational oversight including 
physical office location of the land conservation division staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Kathryn Schauf, County Administrator 
 Land Conservation Commission 
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Approximately 1:60 scale  
(when printed on 8.5” x11” paper) 

Existing Housing Authority area  
of the Courthouse P&D Offices  

(being considered for a LCD move) 
Draft prepared 9‐14‐2016 
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Background	for	Discussion	on	Proposed Relocation	of	the	Land	Conservation	Division	
Notes	by	Kelly	Jacobs,	Land	Conservation	Manager	

Drafted	9/14/2016		

1‐1‐2017	
Proposed	
LCD	Move		

 

	
Consideration:			

Proposal	to	move	the	Land	Conservation	Division	(LCD)	offices		
from	the	Agriculture	&	Resource	Center	building	and	into	the	existing	

Courthouse	offices	of	the	Department	of	Planning	&	Development	(P&D).	
	
History:			
	
	 Originally,	the	offices	that	are	currently	located	in	the	Ag	&	Resource	Center	were	all	
located	in	the	Eau	Claire	County	Courthouse.		Around	1986/87,	the	LCD	moved	into	an	
office	space	off	of	East	Hamilton	Ave	(formerly	the	Jim	Carter	auto	dealer	near	Rogan’s	
shoes).		At	that	time,	the	USDA	(Federal	United	States	Department	of	Agriculture)	offices	
were	located	near	where	the	WEAU	TV13	building	is	currently	located	and	had	also	moved	
over	to	this	new	location.		This	was	the	first	time	that	the	County	LCD,	County	Parks,	UW‐
Extension,	and	all	the	federal	USDA	offices	were	co‐located	in	the	same	office	space.		I	
believe	that	there	were	rental	charges	for	this	space	charged	to	all	offices	that	were	located	
there.					
	
	 The	Ag	&	Resource	Center	has	been	utilized	by	the	Land	Conservation	Division	
(LCD)	since	1991	(25	years).		The	Ag	&	Resource	center	was	purchased	by	the	County	in	
about	1991	when	the	former	M&I	Bank	consolidated.		A	small	branch	remained	in	only	the	
back	part	of	the	building	(and	the	bank	then	paid	rent	to	the	County	for	use	of	that	space	at	
that	time).		The	USDA	offices,	UW‐Extension,	and	Parks	were	all	co‐located	in	the	main	part	
of	the	building	with	USDA	paying	rent	to	the	County	for	their	use	of	the	space	on	the	second	
floor.		Eventually	M&I	bank	was	purchased/consolidated	with	another	bank	and	moved	out	
of	that	space,	leaving	it	empty	for	several	years.		In	more	recent	years,	the	County	has	found	
other	ways	to	utilize	that	back	space	(separate	from	the	Ag	&	Resource	Center	uses).		
	 In	August	2011,	the	USDA	field	offices	for	Eau	Claire	County	(Farm	Service	Agency	
and	Natural	Resource	Conservation	Service)	did	move	out	of	their	second	floor	ag	center	
spaces	and	into	a	newly	constructed	addition	onto	the	existing	USDA	area	office	building	off	
of	Highway	12	(1304	N	Hillcrest	Parkway,	Altoona).		In	2012,	the	County	Parks	and	County	
LCD	offices	were	consolidated	into	the	southern	half	of	the	second	floor	of	the	main	part	of	
the	Ag&	Resource	Center	building.		At	that	time,	the	LCD	offices	were	relocated	from	the	1st	
floor	of	the	Ag	&	Resource	Center	up	to	the	2nd	floor	of	the	Ag	&	Resource	Center	and	the	
Parks	Department	was	also	moved	into	that	same	space	in	order	to	“benefit	the	Land	
Conservation	Division	and	the	Parks	and	the	Forest	Department	by	increasing	office	and	
work	space”	among	other	things	(including	the	option	of	opening	up	additional	rental	
space	on	the	second	floor)	per	dialogue	and	discussions	at	the	time.		This	did	also	allow	for	
additional	space	for	UW‐Extension	on	the	1st	floor	(formerly	occupied	by	LCD)	and	opened	
up	additional	space	on	the	Northern	part	of	the	second	floor	(formerly	County	Parks	and	
USDA‐NRCS)	while	also	creating	an	additional	shared	conference	room	on	the	second	floor	
(AG203).			There	have	been	a	few	attempts	to	fill	the	northern	half	of	the	second	floor	since	
that	time,	but	it	still	remains	open	and	available.		
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Background	for	Discussion	on	Proposed Relocation	of	the	Land	Conservation	Division	
Notes	by	Kelly	Jacobs,	Land	Conservation	Manager	

Drafted	9/14/2016		

1‐1‐2017	
Proposed	
LCD	Move		

 

	 LCD	has	been	a	part	of	the	Department	of	Planning	and	Development	(P&D)	for	
quite	some	time;	however,	LCD	has	not	been	co‐located	with	the	rest	of	the	Department	
staff	in	the	Courthouse	since	around	1986.		The	considerations	at	the	time	of	departure	
were	likely	documented	in	the	official	minutes	of	both	the	Land	Conservation	Commission	
as	well	as	the	County	Board	of	Supervisors,	but	research	of	those	minutes	were	not	part	of	
the	scope	of	this	informal	overview.		It	does	seem	that	the	location	of	the	LCD	has	typically	
considered	both	the	proximity	to	our	partners/colleagues	as	well	as	the	ability	to	provide	
effective	customer	service	for	our	clientele.					
	
	 The	colocation	of	UW‐Extension,	LCD,	and	the	Department	of	Parks	&	Forests	has	
provided	much	benefit	to	our	respective	programs,	staff,	and	also	to	the	clients	we	serve.		
The	proximity	to	our	other	partners	(USDA	Farm	Service	Agency,	USDA	Natural	Resources	
Conservation	Service,	and	WI	Department	of	Agriculture	Trade	&	Consumer	Protection),	
that	are	housed	only	about	one	mile	away,	has	also	served	us	well	for	continued	
collaboration	and	effective	customer	service.		We	typically	work	with	these	partners	in‐
person	at	least	one	day	a	week	(if	not	more	often)	and	often	send	clients	to	each	other’s	
respective	offices.		To	be	fair,	LCD	does	also	work	regularly	with	P&D	(and	other	County)	
staff	in	the	Courthouse	via	email,	phone,	and	in‐person	visits	and	have	similar	needs	for	
sending	some	of	our	clients	to	each	other’s	respective	offices.	
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Eau Claire Co. Land Conservation Commission  August 15, 2016 Minutes  Page 1 of 1 

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – MONDAY, AUGUST 15,  2016 
AGRICULTURE & RESOURCE CENTER – ALTOONA, WI 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Ray Henning, Tami Schraufnagel, Robin Leary, Bruce Willett, Dean Solie, Ricky Strauch 

MEMBERS EXCUSED:   Gary Gibson, Glory Adams 

STAFF PRESENT: Kelly Jacobs 

OTHERS PRESENT:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Call to Order 
Following the annual conservation tour, the meeting was called to order at 4:43 PM by Chair Leary. 

2.   Public Input Session (30 minute maximum)  Please note: Limit of 3 minutes per speaker 
 No public in attendance.  

3. Approve Minutes 
 No minutes provided for review. 

4.  Review Vouchers 
 Vouchers were reviewed. 

5.  County Cost-Share applications and Ledger Update 
 Weiss contract for manure storage abandonment may be coming out of the funds that Mr. Randall turned down for his 
NOD project-- Randall is proceeding without our assistance.  Motion by Schraufnagel to authorize funding for the Weiss 
manure storage project up to $5500 subject to Chair Leary’s approval.  All in favor. 
 AEA agreements will start coming to next month’s LCC meeting scheduled for September 19th.  A one page 
summary/report with LCD staff recommendation will be brought to LCC at that time.  LCC can send/direct questions to 
Staff.  

6.  Review Highlights from the LCC tour 
 The LCC thanked staff for their work in organizing the tour.  Discussed that considerations should be made next year 
to reduce or remove the meal portion of the tour. 

7.  Agency updates and committee member reports 
Jacobs provided a status regarding the proposed move. 

8.  Next Meeting  
 Next meeting will be held on Monday, September 19, 2016 at 5:15 PM.  Topics to include the AEA applications as 
well including Lance Gurney (first on the agenda) to discuss the potential LCD move.  Parks and Forest also had 
questions and Commission members asked to also invite Josh Pederson and Pat LaValle for the discussion. 

9.  Adjourn 
 Motion by Henning to adjourn meeting at 5:13 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelly Jacobs, Land Conservation Manager 
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Land Conservation
August 2016

Land Conservation
Vendor Expense Description Line Item#
Smartlite 295.00          R2R Mall Advertising 57588-912-000
WCWRPC 19,238.79     Watershed coalition 57410-200-009
Lake EC Protection & Rehab 15,299.13     AEC Topo Survet/krueger 57415-700-000
Seguin's Valley View Acres 6,387.50       Financial Assurance 23172-000-000
Department of Administration 140.00          Post Environmental Engineer 57410-326-000
Eau Claire County Highway 371.61          Fuel for trucks 57410-241-000
Kelly Jacobs 124.31          May/June/July Expense 57410-330-000
Greg Leonard 70.00            Notary Stamp 57410-310-000
Greg Leonard 9.27              May/June/July Expense 57410-330-000

Land Conservation
Funds received from Deposit Description Line Item#
Bridgecreek Hardwoods/David Gingerich 280.00          Erosion control permit EC-08-16 100-15-44405-00

Land Conservation Division Total
Total Expense 41,935.61$   
Total Deposit 280.00          

The following bills were sent to the Finance Department for payment:

The following funds were sent to the Finance Department for deposit:
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Farmland Preservation Golden Triangle AEA Agreement Application 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division Staff Recommendation 

 
 

Staff Contact: Greg Leonard, Conservation Planner-Agronomist 
Date: September 2016 
Applicant: Jeff & Peggy Engstrom – owner 
Life Estate holder: (none) 
Land Contract holder: (none) 
Total farm acres: 40.000  (Zoned AP, all within the AEA) 
Acreage of application: 40.000 
Excluded acres: (none) 
 

 

Summary: This farm operated by Dudley (Joe) Smith, Peggy’s father, and is primarily a cash 
crop operation.  Plans during the term of the Farmland Preservation Agreement (15 
years) include maintaining the existing operation. 

 

 
Staff Recommendation: This farm is in compliance with the State’s Agricultural Performance 

Standards and Prohibitions, is within the Farmland Preservation area 
of the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan, and is within the 
Golden Triangle AEA. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

 
 

  

Jeff & Peggy Engstrom 
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Farmland Preservation Golden Triangle AEA Agreement Application 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division Staff Recommendation 

 
 

Staff Contact: Greg Leonard, Conservation Planner-Agronomist 
Date: September 2016 
Applicant: Ronald R Perry & Tracey L Taber-Perry – owners  (2 applications required) 
Life Estate holder: Robert R Perry & Barbara A Perry (on 5.010 acre parcel) 
Land Contract holder: (none) 
Total farm acres: 225.890 and 5.010  (Zoned AP, all within the AEA) 
Acreage of application: 230.900 
Excluded acres: (none) 
 

 

Summary: This farm currently rented out by the owners, and is currently a cash grain 
operation.  Ron Perry also has his crop seed business office and storage buildings 
located on the farm.  Plans during the term of the Farmland Preservation 
Agreement (15 years) include maintaining the seed business and renting out the 
cropland. 

 

 
Staff Recommendation: This farm is in compliance with the State’s Agricultural Performance 

Standards and Prohibitions, is within the Farmland Preservation area 
of the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan, and is within the 
Golden Triangle AEA. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

 
 

  

Ron Perry & Tracey Tabor-Perry Ron Perry & Tracey Tabor-Perry 
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Farmland Preservation Golden Triangle AEA Agreement Application 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division Staff Recommendation 

 
 

Staff Contact: Greg Leonard, Conservation Planner-Agronomist 
Date: September 2016 
Applicant: Victor L & Mary B Price – owners 
Life Estate holder: (none) 
Land Contract holder: (none) 
Total farm acres: 79.896  (Zoned AP, all within the AEA) 
Acreage of application: 79.896 
Excluded acres: (none) 
 

 

Summary: This farm operated by the owner and is currently a grass-fed, rotationally grazed 
beef operation, with some maple syrup production.  Plans during the term of the 
Farmland Preservation Agreement (15 years) may include transitioning out of 
livestock, but ensure conservation on the land. 

 

 
Staff Recommendation: This farm is in compliance with the State’s Agricultural Performance 

Standards and Prohibitions, is within the Farmland Preservation area 
of the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan, and is within the 
Golden Triangle AEA. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

 
 

 

Victor & Mary Price 
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Farmland Preservation Golden Triangle AEA Agreement Application 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division Staff Recommendation 

 
 

Staff Contact: Greg Leonard, Conservation Planner-Agronomist 
Date: September 2016 
Applicant: Donald L Schroeder & Tamara K Smith Schroeder– owners 
Life Estate holder: (none) 
Land Contract holder: (none) 
Total farm acres: 979.860  (Zoned AP, all within the AEA) 
Acreage of application: 979.860   
Excluded acres: (none) 
 

 

Summary: This farm operated jointly by the owner and in partnership with Bears Grass Dairy, 
Inc., which includes several family members.  The operation is a dairy farm, which 
includes raising their own feed and young stock.   Plans during the term of the 
Farmland Preservation Agreement (15 years) include maintaining the farm as 
agricultural land, and maintaining and possibly expanding the dairy operation. 

 

 
Staff Recommendation: This farm is in compliance with the State’s Agricultural Performance 

Standards and Prohibitions, is within the Farmland Preservation area 
of the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan, and is within the 
Golden Triangle AEA. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

 
 

  

Donald Schroeder & 
Tamara Smith Schroeder 

Donald Schroeder & 
Tamara Smith Schroeder 

Donald Schroeder & 
Tamara Smith Schroeder 

Donald Schroeder & 
Tamara Smith Schroeder 
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Farmland Preservation Golden Triangle AEA Agreement Application 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division Staff Recommendation 

 
 

Staff Contact: Greg Leonard, Conservation Planner-Agronomist 
Date: September 2016 
Applicant: Dudley C & Marian J Smith Irrevocable Trust – owner 
Life Estate holder: (none) 
Land Contract holder: (none) 
Total farm acres: 480.000  (Zoned AP, all within the AEA) 
Acreage of application: 440.000 
Excluded acres: 40.000 
 

 

Summary: This farm operated by Dudley (Joe) Smith and is primarily a cash crop operation, 
with some beef.  Plans during the term of the Farmland Preservation Agreement 
(15 years) include maintaining the existing operation. 

 

 
Staff Recommendation: This farm is in compliance with the State’s Agricultural Performance 

Standards and Prohibitions, is within the Farmland Preservation area 
of the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan, and is within the 
Golden Triangle AEA. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

 
 

  

Dudley C & Marian J Smith Trust 
 

Dudley C & Marian J Smith Trust 
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Farmland Preservation Golden Triangle AEA Agreement Application 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division Staff Recommendation 

 
 

Staff Contact: Greg Leonard, Conservation Planner-Agronomist 
Date: September 2016 
Applicant: Waller Revocable Grantor Trust,  
 Gordon D Waller and Joyce E Waller - Trustees– owners 
Life Estate holder: (none) 
Land Contract holder: (none) 
Total farm acres: 159.000  (Zoned AP, all within the AEA) 
Acreage of application: 159.000 
Excluded acres: (none) 
 

 

Summary: This farm rented out by the owner and is currently in cash crops, with some 
pasture.  The owners also raise bees for honey production.  Plans during the term 
of the Farmland Preservation Agreement (15 years) include maintaining the existing 
land use. 

 

 
Staff Recommendation: This farm is in compliance with the State’s Agricultural Performance 

Standards and Prohibitions, is within the Farmland Preservation area 
of the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan, and is within the 
Golden Triangle AEA. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

 
 

 

Waller Trust 
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Farmland Preservation Golden Triangle AEA Agreement Application 

Eau Claire County Land Conservation Division Staff Recommendation 

 
 

Staff Contact: Greg Leonard, Conservation Planner-Agronomist 
Date: September 2016 
Applicant: John K & Carol A Zemple – owners 
Life Estate holder: (none) 
Land Contract holder: (none) 
Total farm acres: 118.200  (Zoned AP, all within the AEA) 
Acreage of application: 118.200 
Excluded acres: (none) 
 

 

Summary: This farm operated by the owner and is currently a cash crop operation.  Plans 
during the term of the Farmland Preservation Agreement (15 years) include 
maintaining the cash crop operation. 

 

 
Staff Recommendation: This farm is in compliance with the State’s Agricultural Performance 

Standards and Prohibitions, is within the Farmland Preservation area 
of the Eau Claire County Farmland Preservation Plan, and is within the 
Golden Triangle AEA. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

 
 

  

John & Carol Zemple 
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DATCP REPORT 

September 2016 

 

Soil and Water Resource Management Grants 

 DATCP presented the 2017 preliminary allocation plan to the Land and Water Conservation Board at 

its August 2nd meeting. DATCP proposes to allocate $8,739,100 for county staffing grants; $5,353,000 

for Bond and Nutrient Management cost-sharing grants, which includes $350,000 for the Bond 

Reserve; and allocates $780,800 in cooperator grants. The final allocation will be presented to the 

board at their October meeting. 

Land and Water Conservation Board 

 The Land and Water Conservation Board will meet on October 4th.  Agenda items include the 2017 

DATCP and DNR final allocation plan and LWRM plan approvals for Waushara, Sawyer, Florence, 

and Green Counties. 

 Mark Cupp, Executive Director of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board, was reappointed by 

the Governor to serve a third four-year term on the Land and Water Conservation Board. 

Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grants  

 Applications were due September 1st for the Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grant program. 

Twelve grant applications were received for 2017 funding. DATCP staff will be working on reviewing 

applications and the grant award process over the next few weeks.  

 DATCP staff have been meeting with producer-led groups throughout the state to learn more about 

groups’ progress and identify areas of needed assistance.  More information about all of the funded 

producer-led projects including a story map about each one can be found on our website.1 

 DATCP staff are taking the ATCP 52 Hearing Draft rule to the ATCP Board on Sept. 8th for approval 

to go to public hearing.  We are proposing to hold one public hearing in Madison in mid-October. 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

 DATCP continues to offer CREP training for counties that covers CREP basics, county CREP 

responsibilities, and available tools.  Trainings can be held locally and are a good opportunity for all 

partner agencies (LCD, FSC, NRCS, and DATCP) to convene and review CREP in their area.  Contact 

Brian.Loeffelholz@wisconsin.gov. 

 

Nutrient Management 

 The Nutrient Management Quality Assurance Team met on Wednesday, September 7 to review 

nutrient management plans and discuss how nutrient management training can be improved. 

 Plan your farmer nutrient management planning trainings now for this fall and winter. Sue Porter, 

Stephanie Schneider and Mark Jenks are all available to help you train farmers on how to write or 

update their NMPs and are taking requests now! 

 ATCP 50 will soon be released for its first 30-day public review regarding the economic impacts of 

the proposed changes.  This hearing draft rule is tentatively scheduled for presentation at the 

1 https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/ProducerLedProjects.aspx Page 18 of 21
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November DATCP Board meeting for approval to go to public hearings. Information about the rule 

revisions can be found on our website.2    

 Information specifically about the changes to the 590 NM Standard including the presentation made at 

the NM Implementation Work Group meetings can be viewed on our website.3  

 

Farmland Preservation 

  The farmland preservation zoning ordinance for the Town of Beaver Dam (Dodge) was approved. 

Dodge County’s farmland preservation zoning ordinance map amendment for the Town of Fox Lake 

was also approved.  Florence County’s farmland preservation plan was approved. Barron County’s 

farmland preservation plan amendment was approved.  

 The Farmland Preservation Tax Credit Tutorial4 has been updated for 2016.  

 Contact the Farmland Preservation Program at DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov or  

608-224-4604 if you are interested in coordinating tax preparer outreach in your county or have any 

questions related to certification applications or extensions.  

  

Drainage Districts 

 On September 9th, staff met with landowners in the Leola Drainage District in Adams County to 

discuss issues related to the district being in suspension and resolving issues through legislation.   

Agricultural Impact Statements (AIS) 

 AIS program staff anticipate publishing AISs for CTH “S” from CTH “H” to Brumback Boulevard in 

Kenosha County and for the Mauston – New Lisbon Airport in Juneau County in September.   

 AISs for three natural gas pipelines may also be published in September. They are the Dovre project in 

Barron County, the Wilson project in Dunn County, and the Hospital Road project in Walworth 

County.   

 AIS staff continues to monitor construction of the Badger-Coulee 345 kV transmission line from La 

Crosse to Middleton and the North Appleton to Morgan 345 kV transmission line from Appleton to 

Oconto Falls.    

Other  

 The 2015 Land and Water Conservation Annual Report will be available in September. In addition to 

sharing several stories from around the state, this year’s report provides information about 

conservation funding in Wisconsin, progress toward nutrient management planning, and information 

about tools used to help prioritize and track conservation work. A separate email will be sent out when 

a link to that report is available online.  

2 https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/ATCP50.aspx 
3 https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/NMWkGpMtgs.aspx 
4 https://datcp-wi.adobeconnect.com/p3l2yp8u0c4/  Page 19 of 21
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	WEST	CENTRAL	
LAND	+	WATER	CONSERVATION	ASSOCIATION	

	
	
	

	TYLER	GRUETZMACHER,	PRESIDENT																																																																																																												BARRON	COUNTY	
	VACANT,	VICE	PRESIDENT																																																																																																			
PAT	POESCHEL,	SECRETARY/TREASURER/COORDINATOR																																																																		PEPIN	
 

 
August 31, 2016 

 
Call to Order 
Tyler Gruetzmacher (Barron) called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 
 
Roll Call:  
Barron, Buffalo, Chippewa, Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire, Pepin, Pierce and St. Croix in attendance.  Clark was absent. 
. 
Adoption of the Agenda  
Chippewa made a motion to accept the agenda as printed.  Pierce seconded the motion.  Motion carried by voice 
vote.  
 
Approval of the Minutes 
A motion was made by Eau Claire and seconded by Buffalo to approve the minutes from June 14, 2016.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 
 
Approval of Financial Statement 
Pat gave a summary of the financial report through August 9, 2016 
 
WI Land + Water Conservation Association Committee Reports  
Fall Technical Tour hosted by Dunn on October 7, 2016.  Upper Mississippi River Conference will be  
October 13 & 14 in the Quad Cities.  Chippewa proposed the idea of WI Land + Water Association recognizing 
employees and LCC members who have served over the years.  The group asked Dan to send this idea to Jim 
VandenBrook.  Dan will follow up with the group at a future meeting. 
 
New Business   

 Discussion was held on a venue for the 2017 speaking and poster contest along with the Business 
meeting.  Different ideas were shared and the group decided to pursue 29 Pines.  Kelly Jacobs will 
coordinate with 29 Pines and notify the group on their decision. The group would like to see State 
legislators invited to the event. 

 
 The date for the West Central Area Speaking and Poster contest was set for Wednesday, February 15, 

2017.  
 

 Pepin County nominated Tyler Gruetzmacher for President seconded by Chippewa.  Motion carried 
 

 There were no nominations for Vice-President.  It was decided to leave this vacant until the next meeting. 
 

 Chippewa nominated Pat Poeschel for Secretary/Treasurer/Coordinator which was seconded by Pierce 
and carried by voice vote. 

 
 There were no nominations for LCC alternate for WI Land + Water Board of Directors.  This will need to 

be on the next meeting agenda. 
 

 Rod Webb volunteered to be the LCD alternate to the WI Land + Water Board of Directors.  A motion was 
made by Dunn and seconded by Buffalo to have Rod Webb be the alternate to the WI Land + Water 
Board of Directors. 
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Roundtable Discussion 
Each county in attendance shared happenings in their county. 
 
Other Items 
None 
 
Next Meeting Date 
The winter county conservationist meeting will be held December 1 & 2.  Pat Poeschel will send out an e-mail in 
November to see if all counties are interested in having a West Central Area meeting then.  
 
The next meeting of the West Central Association will meet on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 along with the 
Speaking and Poster contests.  Place and time to be determined.   
 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:52 a.m.  
 
Recording Secretary:  
 Pat Poeschel, Secretary/Treasurer/Coordinator 
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