EAuU CLAIRE COUNTY
LAND STEWARDSHIP SUB-COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2016
AGRICULTURAL & RESOURCE CENTER — ALTOONA, WI

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Stelljes, Doug Burrows, Dave Dresel, Monica Lewis, Dave Carlson, Rick Koziel, Bruce

Willett
MEMBERS EXCUSED:
STAFF PRESENT: Kelly Jacobs (P&D - Land Conservation Division)
OTHERS PRESENT: Public

1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 12:07 p.m.

2. Approve Minutes
Motion by Koziel to approve the minutes from April 20, 2016 and May 3, 2016. All in favor. Motion carried.

3. Land Stewardship Subcommittee Membership Nomination
No additional action needed. Welcome to pending new member Dave Dresel.

4. Land Acquisition Proposals for Consideration
JF property:
Report back that there was a discussion around $137,000; but then the opportunities with DNR had also
changed. Grant funds available are significantly less because, due to the limited time of current land ownership
by the seller, the formula is applied reflect grant availability based on actual purchase price (instead of 50% of
the appraised value). If we waited until one full year of land ownership (October 2016), the DNR grant would be
based on the purchase price plus an additional five percent. Option to consider just the 40 acre piece along with
an easement? Could use existing utility company’s access for a dedicated easement.
Motion by Carlson to offer $71,000 for the 42 acres plus public access easement and first right of refusal for the
other properties he has for sale. Discussion that the priority of easement location would mirror the electric
easement. Stelljes will meet with Franks.

RS property:

We are interested if there is public access in addition to the conservation easement. Another potential buyer
wants to buy the whole thing. Stelljes sat down with current owner and potential buyer to discuss options.
Easement to access water and develop trails to protect family interest and lower the price of the whole farm.
Potential buyer also presented the consideration of a trade of some County owned property in exchange for the
easement. Discussed the potential of an easement with something like a life estate attached to it (continue
doing what you want until death). If there is not public access, it’s not in our ballpark at all.

Subcommittee members felt that we need to write a clear and simple easement based on what we want and
then provide to current landowner. Dresel, Lewis, and Burrows will all get some templates that would include
public access.
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SB property:
Jacobs presented information on the property. First step would be to go out and walk around with the
landowner. Dresel knows the individual and will be in touch following contact from Jacobs.

Fitz property:

No meeting coming up. Working with Scott Stipetich from Pheasants Forever on a management plan for the
parcel (instead of the County). Pheasants Forever chapter would take over management. There is also a
partnership with pollinator programs and providing educational opportunities. Still looking for someone to

move the house.

5. Finalize the White Paper on Long Term Land Stewardship in Eau Claire County
Stelljes will follow-up with key individuals regarding this long term plan.

6. Review Fundraising Opportunities
Donor of “Transfer on Death” agreement needs a thank you letter on County letterhead. Jacobs will finalize and

send out email for Subcommittee members to sign.

7. Review Fundraising Opportunities
Next meeting scheduled for August 17, 2016.

8. Review Fundraising Opportunities
Meeting adjourned by Chair Stelljes at 1:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Jacobs
Subcommittee Clerk
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