MEMBERS PRESENT:

MEMBERS EXCUSED:
STAFF PRESENT:

OTHERS PRESENT:

EAuU CLAIRE COUNTY
LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016
AGRICULTURAL & RESOURCE CENTER — ALTOONA, WI

Robin Leary, Bruce Willett, Dean Solie, Gary Gibson, Ray Henning, Glory Adams, Tami
Schraufnagel, Ricky Strauch

Kelly Jacobs (P&D - Land Conservation Division); Greg Leonard (P&D - Land Conservation
Division); Lance Gurney (P&D)
Jen Roetter, USDA-NRCS; Marlo Orth

1. Callto Order

Meeting called to order at 5:15pm by Chair Leary.

2. Public Input Session

None received.

3. Approve Minutes

Motion by Schraufnagel to approve the minutes from the meeting on September 19, 2016. Second by Henning .

All in favor. Motion carried.

4. Review Vouchers

Vouchers were reviewed.

5. County Cost-Share Applications and Ledger Update

Landowner Practice Total Project Cost County Cost share State Cost share
David Hermundson Gully Erosion $39,751.51 $1,987.58 (5%) $27,826.06 (70%)
Emilee Mathwig Well Abandonment $375.00 $187.50 (50%) S0
John Connell Well Abandonment $350.00 $175.00 (50%) S0

Motion by Henning to approve cost share contracts for Hermundson, Mathwig, and Connell. All in favor. Motion

carried.

6. Approve Agriculture Enterprise Area (AEA) Applications
There are now 100 acres eligible to claim credits in the Town of Bridge Creek that weren’t eligible before.

Applications are all based on ownership so there are a couple landowners that do have multiple

applications. The goal with this program is to maintain agricultural land. Some of the landowners have

chosen to exclude some acres to allow for future use flexibility in those areas.
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GOL D EN _ Farmland Preservation
FRIANGLE Golden Triangle AEA

SAGRICULTURAIL Agreement Application Summary
ENTERPRISE
. AREA
S (AEA)

LCC meeting date: Monday, October 17, 2016
Increase in Tax Credit
Number of applications Total Acres Acresin AP zoning  Non-AP Acres to Local Farms
Previous totals: 8 2,047.856 2,047.856 0.000 §5,119.64
This month: 13 3,219.584 3,087.497 132.087 $8,379.18
Grand Total: 21 5,267.440 5,135.353 132.087 $13,408.82

Total Acres within the AEA: 21,786
Percentage of AEA under Agreements: 24.18%

Applicants being considered for this approval include properties owned by the following landowners:
Krenz, Mueller, Gabler, Peuse, and Stensen. Schraufnagel motion to approve Farmland Preservation Golden
Triangle applicants as recommended. All in favor. Motion carried.

Gurney and the Land Conservation Commission members thanked Greg Leonard for all of his hard work on
the AEA effort. We have surpassed the goal originally set for enroliment.

7. Highlights from Eau Claire River Watershed Plan
The handout provided with meeting materials was reviewed in the context of Plan Overview, Implementation
Strategies, and Potential Funding Opportunities. It was outlined that this is a cooperative effort that is likely to
open up funding opportunities for the County and others in the watershed. The plan also allows us at the County
to help support other efforts that are led by landowners or other organizations so that we can encourage and
contribute to the energy there as well.

There was a discussion regarding what kinds of things individuals can do to help further these efforts as well as
groups of 10, 50, etc. Also discussed measurements associated with “if this land owner does “x”, then we’ll see an
improvement of “y”” or similar assessments. Jacobs indicated that these measurements are some of the items
that the plan outlines a need to track. The intention is to track these through both modeling efforts as well as real
world sampling/monitoring to help characterize the benefits.

A discussion regarding the associated budget resulted and clarified that $100,000 for watershed efforts has been
included as part of the capital outlay for implementation. There was also concern that the Eau Claire County funds
should be kept within Eau Claire County for our projects. In addition to the watershed efforts, the Lake Eau Claire
District requested funds for a $100,000 project that would utilize Eau Claire County funds for about a third of
those project costs. Any kind of funds included in the Eau Claire County operational budget would be for our Eau
Claire County staff to participate in the broader coalition effort.
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8. Agency Updates and Committee Member Reports
Jen Roetter, USDA-NRCS

CSP: NRCS is revamping the program to help make it simpler for staff and landowners. The new Federal Fiscal
Year just now started Oct 1 2016.

EQIP: Planning deadline is December 2, 2016 for applications received to date.

CRP: 15 year CREP participants can easily reenroll if they are interested (through a continuous sign up).
Applications will be put into a pot nationally for 2017 and then NRCS staff will start planning work once
applications are funded. Applicants interested in 2018 can start planning for that now- NRCS is likely to be
revisiting soil rental rates (to bring down again likely to mirror the decreased commodity rates) but not
sure when exactly that will be. CRP Rental rates based on soil type and use

Jen outlined her work on other outreach including the LCC tour and cover crops driving tour (UWEC Students will
be getting sign ups next week and distribute brochures soon after).

Kelly Jacobs, Land Conservation Division

Jacobs directed Land Conservation Commission members to the LCD report that was distributed at the meeting.

9. Adjourn
Motion by Strauch to adjourn at 6:41PM. All in favor. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Jacobs
Subcommittee Clerk

jh
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